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_The conferences of renowned implant manu-
facturer BIOMET 3i Implant Innovations in south
Florida, where the company is headquartered, are
now of nearly historic import. These conferences have
been and continue to be an integral part of the con-
tinuing education program for many European den-
tists.  

This January a small group of European dentists
(most of them from Germany) embarked for sunny
Key Biscayne, Florida, in order to participate in the
continuing education program at the renowned
Pankey Institute. The program, entitled “Planning
treatment for a challenging patient,” augured a stim-
ulating and exciting training session for the partici-
pants, and one bathed in Floridian sunshine.

The goal of this four-day seminar for advanced im-
plantologists was to facilitate creative and compre-
hensive thinking about alternatives of treatment
planning for the most challenging dental implant
procedures. An interesting aspect of this event was
the fact that the Pankey lecturers not only had their
own expertise at their fingertips—and were ready to
convey it to their audience—but also, throughout the
entire seminar they placed a great deal of emphasis
on discussion with the participants and on exchanges
eliciting the experiences of each individual dentist at-
tending the program.

The sessions included discussions moderated by
the faculty in the course of which models and proce-
dures recorded on video were used to demonstrate
advanced techniques. The participants were invited to
present difficult cases for discussion with other expe-
rienced members of unique discussion groups and
their discussion leaders. The course, actively sup-
ported by BIOMET 3i, was attended by 21 implant den-
tists from Germany, France, Spain, Denmark, Switzer-
land and Romania who talked about the latest tech-
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Continuing education programs outside of Germany have always had a particular allure. Even

though the number of these programs has shrunk considerably due to the increasingly altered

economic landscape in dental medicine, foreign continuing education programs have retained

their special appeal.
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nologies and techniques of implant-supported
restorations in the most difficult cases and discussed
them extensively.

Renowned surgeons Michael Block and Harold
Baumgarten, and dental prosthetics specialist George
Priest, along with Pankey Institute faculty members
Steve Ratcliff, Lee Ann Brady, and Irwin Becker dis-
cussed surgical and restoration parameters with their
European guests.  On the fourth day participants vis-
ited the BIOMET 3i headquarters and the production
site in West Palm Beach, Florida. Although partici-
pants encountered rather European weather with
rain and chilly temperatures, it was nonetheless an
exciting and productive day.  

Dr Carsten Blecker, Director of Marketing, Europe,
gave a vivid presentation in which he outlined the his-
tory and strategy of the company from the day of its
founding by Dr Lazarra to the present. It was interest-
ing for the participants to see how an originally small
but excellent idea could assume greater dimensions

and eventually become the basis for an enterprise
with worldwide operations.

A presentation about NanoTite™ by Dr Jim Kenealy
was delivered in a riveting style and relaxed atmos-
phere; this was followed by a presentation from Matt
Powell, Director, Technical Marketing of BIOMET 3i.
His topic was “CT Guidance and Next Generation
DIEM.” The program concluded with a product pres-
entation and an inspection of BIOMET 3i products
production site. 

This continuing education program met with a
very positive response from the participants. One of
the things that they especially emphasized was the
relaxed and yet efficient atmosphere conveyed by the
Pankey Institute and its lecturers. It is for precisely this
reason, as well as because of the excellent organiza-
tion by the BIOMET 3i team on-site, that once again
this spring seminar sponsored by the renowned im-
plant manufacturer will be a very positive memory for
all participants._


