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Close Partnership 
between DGZI and AO,
the American Academy
of Osseointegration  



I 35

worldwide _ events I

implants
2_2007

_The convention of the American Academy of 
Osseointegration took place between March 8 and
March 11 in picturesque San Antonio, Texas. This
year’s theme was “Current implant challenges: in-
teract today to act tomorrow”. Board member Dr
Rolf Vollmer and the international DGZI division’s
representative, Dr Mazen Tamimi from Jordan were
present to represent DGZI [German dental implan-
tology association]. Dr Torsten Hartmann from DGZI
headquarters in Düsseldorf also attended the con-
vention.  This year’s program of the largest American
implantology association was marked by various in-
novations. AO’s main podium served as an interac-
tive platform where moderators, presenters, and the
attending dentists could interact, and it was also
equipped to poll participants and to project the re-
sults on a screen.  First, the audience was asked about
its opinion regarding a specific case involving im-
plants, surgery, and prosthesis.  After the presenter
had explained his proposed solutions and his opin-
ion on this topic, the audience was polled a second
time to find out if their opinion had changed or not.

The topics “computer guided implantology” and
“digitally guided bone augmentation” were also
widely discussed. The discussions did not only ad-
dress the success stories, but also any failures.  Addi-
tional topics discussed were “Immediate und early
loading in various segments of the maxillary“. Tradi-
tionally, AO’s presidency is passed on to another
member during the annual convention. During a
solemn ceremony, acting president Dr Ed Sevetz
conferred the presidency to Dr Steve Eckert. Once
again, the hosting organization AO had organized an
International Relations Luncheon, which is now al-
most a tradition. It was attended by host AO, DGZI,
ADI (England), the Australian Osseointegration Soci-
ety (Australia), and the Brazilian Academy of Os-
seointegration. Among the topics discussed were
continued improvements of international relations,
the promotion of respective conventions, and recip-
rocal member benefits. The parties are planning to
arrange an annual continuing education program in
the future For more information and links, please
visit us at: www.dgzi.de._


