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_The annual AAID conference was held from
November 7 through 11, 2007 in the Rio Suites Ho-
tel in Las Vegas, Nevada. The well-attended confer-
ence also provided the setting for the annual
change of presidents, where current president 
Dr Frank LaMar handed the presidency over to 
Dr Jaime Lozada. The World Congress Symposium
of Oral Implantology took place simultaneously to
the AAID conference. Outstanding clinicians with
scientific research were included in the program
and presented state-of-the-art treatment options
and alternative therapies. The DGZI was further
represented by fellow board members Dr Rainer
Valentin and Dr Rolf Vollmer. Together with the
head of the Oral Biological Department at the Uni-
versity of Bonn, Prof Dr Werner Götz, they dis-
cussed their respective current experience and re-

search relating to block grafts. The DGZI’s Austrian
partner association, the GIGIP, was represented by
Prof DDr Kurt Vinzenz, who presented impressive
grafts and aesthetic restoration options. In hom-
age to this year’s conference title, “Excellence
through Evidence-Based Implant Dentistry”, first-
class speakers from the world over offered presen-
tations. The list of speakers included founding fa-
thers of implantology such as Leonard Linkow, Carl
Misch, Philip Boyne, Sascha Jovanovic, Michael A.
Pikos, Andre Saadoun, Henry and Maurice Salama,
Dennis P. Tarnow, and O. Hilt Tatum as well as others
such as Peter Wöhrle. Sascha Jovanovic explained
how to attain optimal biological and clinical results
using suitable implant insertions, particularly fo-
cusing on preserving hard and soft tissue follow-
ing dental extractions. The presentations main fo-
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cus was on understanding methods for attaining
natural implant aesthetics and included an accom-
panying discussion of the importance of adequate
implant design and construction. Dr Dennis
Tarnow employed a range of examples to demon-
strate the situations in which it makes sense to save
a tooth and when it makes sense to extract it, par-
ticularly within the aesthetic zone. Andre P.
Saadoun, renowned for his outstanding aesthetic
restorations, explained various methods for im-
plant insertions with closed and non-closed peri-
implant endosseous healing as well as for the use
of one-stage and two-stage im plants. Leonard
Linkow looked back over 50 years of successful im-
plantology and followed implantology—originally
belittled as little more than “voodoo science”—
from its beginnings to its current state. Carl Misch

presented a ten-year retrospective on how an effi-
cient implantological process can lead to pros-
thetic success and particularly focused on pros-
thetic upper construction design, the role of exac-
erbating factors, bone density, the most important
implant positions, implant number, implant size,
existing bones, and implant design. Stimulating
discussions followed all presentations. The presi-
dents reception and celebration event was held the
same evening and included both a ceremony and
gala dinner. The 57th AAID Annual Meeting in San
Diego from October 29 through November 2, 2008,
has been announced and will be held under the
motto “Beyond Boundaries—Featuring Interactive
Live Surgeries” to which we extend a warm wel-
come to both our German and international
friends!_   
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