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1,200 Attend the AIAI 
Conference in Sendai/Japan
DGZI’s Japanese partner association celebrates 
continued success

author_ Roland Hille, Germany This year’s AIAI Conference in Japan was a great success with

nearly 1,200 participants attending the international event held

in the metropolis Sendai, situated two hours north of Tokyo.
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_The convention center—with its vast auditori-
ums and exceptional conference technology—is lo-
cated on the 7th floor of a shopping center. AIAI pres-
ident Dr Yasuhiko Takemae, conference president Dr
Suzuki, and Prof Hayashi from the Kanagawa Den-
tal College in Yokohama proved superb conference
hosts. In his opening speech, president Dr Takemae
particularly highlighted the importance of collabo-
ration with the DGZI. To honor this partnership, the
AIAI, which has around 1,000 members, has
founded a DGZI Japan Section. Only three months
after its launch, this section already boasts over 100
members. Dr Takemae also emphasized the impor-
tance of scientific exchange between the two part-
ner associations for the Japanese members, who
hold German dentistry standards, especially in the
field of oral implantology, in high regard. The DGZI
was represented by vice president Dr Roland Hille,
who discussed the opportunities and risks of aes-
thetic implantology in a 90-minute speech. The
Japanese members expressed their intense interest
in this multifaceted field of oral implantology dur-
ing a post-discussion session. Other European
speakers included Dr Ashok Sethi/London and Dr
Karl-Ludwig Ackermann/Filderstadt, who both
provided an overview of the current state of Euro-
pean oral implantology. The presentation given by
the DGZI’s international president Dr Mazen

Tamimi/Jordan was met with an equally high level
of audience interest. Dr Tamimi described the vari-
ous activities of the DGZI, particularly focusing on
postgraduate education and advanced training.
The Japanese members are very interested in utiliz-
ing the DGZI’s vast experience and in adopting the
extremely successful educational design, exempli-
fied by Prof Hayashi’s goal of implementing the first
implantology curriculum in Japan at a private uni-
versity in Yokohama. At present, this type of post-
graduate education isn’t offered anywhere in
Japan. Meanwhile, the Japanese members ac-
knowledged the potential of improving implanto-
logical treatment through rigorous professional
training and consequently raising standards signif-
icantly. Dr Hille and Dr Tamimi also lectured at the
private university in Yokohama within the colle-
giate education and postgraduate program. 20
Japanese members successfully passed the “Expert
Implantology DGZI” examination during their at-
tendance at the 37th International Annual Confer-
ence in Dusseldorf, and further examinations were
held in Sendai. All attendees at the AIAI conference
in Japan were met with warm hospitality, and there
was an exceedingly positive overall attitude toward
the DGZI, which bodes well for continued success-
ful collaboration and scientific exchange for years
to come._


