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_Understanding oral hygiene as a component of
general preventative health care—this is how FDI
President Michèle Aerden summarised the recently
ended World Dental Congress in Dubai. This is an es-
sential understanding if one hopes to lastingly im-
prove and promote oral health, Aerden told the inter-
national press on the last day of the congress. The Bel-
gian-born president also passed on her post to the
newly elected Canadian Dr Burton Conrod, who will
preside over the world federation for the next two
years. Dr Conrod announced that continuity can be
expected during his term, as well as structural
changes to improve communication between the
world federation and its member associations. The
World Dental Federation (FDI) has been in existence

since 1900 and holds its conference each year in a dif-
ferent city. Recent locations include Montreal and
Shenzhen, China. This year, in Dubai, the conference
was held for the first time in an Arab country. The
United Arab Emirates and Dubai, in particular, boast
extremely modern medical facilities. Statistically,
however, only one attending dentist is available for
every 4,900 inhabitants, whereas in Germany this ra-
tio is currently closer to 1 dentist for every 1,200 in-
habitants, according to the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO). The organisers were successful in creat-
ing an interesting and diversified scientific pro-
gramme. Seventy-five local and international
professionals held lectures under the title ‘Dental Di-
versity in the Land of Tomorrow’. Among the speakers
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were familiar names like Dr Hien Ngo of Singapore, as
well as Dr John Thomas and Dr Robert Schneider from
the USA. Adrian Lussi of Switzerland spoke in a series
on the topics of ‘Erosion, gum disease and hypersen-
sitivity’. The hall was filled to the last seat for many of
the lectures and presentations. Preparations are al-
ready well underway for the next world conference,
which will be held at the end of September 2008 in
Stockholm. In Dubai, at a reception of the Swedish
board of dentists, the delegates were encouraged to
commit to the conference to be held in the Swedish
capital. The Swedish ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates, Bruno Beijer, was also present at the recep-
tion. ‘Many dentists from Scandinavia regularly at-
tend the FDI conferences’, Dr Roland Svensson, chair-
man of the local organisational office, said. ‘That’s
why Stockholm is the perfect place to host this inter-
nationally recognised event for dentistry. The city has
a lot to offer’. After the Swedish capital, the confer-
ence will migrate to Singapore in 2009, followed by
Brazil in 2010. Satisfaction was also expressed in
Dubai about the industry’s active participation. The
dental industry once again presented a wide range of
currently available products for dentists and labora-
tories. Implantation solutions, the latest generation

of digital X-ray devices and new and improved mate-
rials for preventative dental care took centre stage.
With over 300 exhibitors from the region and abroad
this event was one of the largest in the federation’s
history, according to FDI. ‘The conference will have a
positive influence on dentistry in the entire region as
well on the quality standards of future conferences
taking place here’, Friedrich Herbst, general manager
of International Dental Manufacturers (idm), con-
cluded on a positive note. Dr Rolf Vollmer, first vice
president and treasurer of the German Association of
Dental Implantology (DGZI) draws a postive conclu-
sion from the congress: “Since the DGZI is already very
active in the Middle and Far East, it made sense to es-
tablish a presence here, as well. In particular the na-
tional and international continuing education
courses were of great interest. The professionally de-
signed booth contributed to the good presentation of
the DGZI.”

More information about the world conference in
Dubai can be found at our website www.upto-
dayte.com as well as at the official FDI website
www.fdiworldental.org, where a tentative pro-
gramme for the conference in Stockholm is also
available for download._


