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DGZI and AO 
Boards of Directors
Met in Boston
The annual conference 
of the AO –Academy of 
Osseointegration – 
was a great success
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_On the occasion of this year’s conference of the
large US professional association “AO—Academy of
Osseointegration” from February 28 to March 2, rep-
resentatives of the DGZI and the AO convened at a top
meeting. The relationship between the two associa-
tions has a long-standing tradition. For quite some
time, the annual conferences of both associations
have been the venue for an intensive knowledge
transfer and exchange of lecturers. Under the leader-
ship of DGZI President Dr Friedhelm Heinemann, First
Vice President and Treasurer Dr Rolf Vollmer, Board
Member for Organization Dr Rainer Valentin and 
Executive Director and DGZI Public Relations Officer 
Dr Torsten Hartmann all attended the meeting in
Boston from DGZI's side. Former President and AO
Board Member Dr Ed Sevetz, who maintains a very
personal relationship to the DGZI and its Board of 
Directors, stressed how important it is to continually
hold discussions with friends and colleagues from all

over the world and to talk about association questions
as well as strategic topics. During the “International
Meeting,” which has become a tradition and which
was also attended by representatives of other leading
international professional associations, the intensive
discussion included topics such as the recognition of
foreign qualifications, the future process of know-
ledge transfer and lecturer exchange. Representa-
tives from Great Britain, South Africa and Australia
participated in this meeting. President Dr Steven Eck-
ert and President-Elect Dr Steven Lewis thanked DGZI
President Dr Heinemann and his colleagues for at-
tending and ensured that the good relations between
the AO and DGZI would remain an important compo-
nent of the association’s work in the future. More than
3,000 participants attended the AO meeting in Boston
with its comprehensive and multifaceted scientific
program. This makes the annual AO Conference one
of the leading international implantological events._


