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_The City of Jeddah hosted this year the interna-
tional dental community from 10th to 12th of March.
Jeddah is the second largest city in Saudi Arabia, and
it is the main gate to the two holy mosques of the Is-
lamic world in Mecca. Jeddah is also considered the
bride of the red sea. Under the patronage of his Royal
Highness Prince Mash´al Bin Majed, the SDS congress
was honored and privileged to have his Royal High-
ness attending the opening ceremony in attendance
of more than 1,000 dentists, specialties, laboratory
technicians, dental students and representatives
from world leading associations, which made this
event one of the most important dental gatherings of
the region this year. DGZI (German Association of
Dental Implantology) was represented by its Vice

President Dr Rolf Vollmer (Germany) and the Presi-
dent of the International Section Dr Mazen Tamimi
(Jordan). The congress provided a forum for dialogue,
education, advancement and improvement of all as-
pects of dental specialities. Prof. Yousef F. Talic—Pres-
ident of the Saudi Dental Society—in his opening
speech emphasized the importance and the profes-
sional development of education with national and
international renowned speakers in the field of latest
dental technologies. Prof. Talic promised even more
dynamism in the future which subsequently was fi-
nalized in an agreement between DGZI (German As-
sociation of Dental Implantology) and Saudi Dental
Society according to the specific situation in Saudi
Arabia. The Saudi Dental Society is a scientific organ-
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ization dedicated to general and specialized dentistry.
Saudi Dental Society represents more than 8,000
working dentists of more than 75 different national-
ities from all over the world. In order to advance im-
plant dentistry and scientific and technological
transfer, Saudi Dental Society and DGZI have agreed
to cooperate under the provisions of an cooperation
agreement. 

The objectives of that cooperation are
_ the advancement of science and research in the

area of implant dentistry through mutual transfer
of knowledge about latest scientific developments
and technologies;

_ the promotion of further development of dentists
through specialization in the area of implant den-

tistry, and this particularly by congresses, work-
shops, an exchange of experts for congresses, col-
loquiums or by comparable events;

_ enabling cooperating memberships for all members
of the cooperating partners;

_ events of joint congresses;
_ cooperation in scientific projects; 
_ the exchange of professional magazines
_ mutual acceptance and accreditation of certificates

of qualification and other certifications. 
Additionally an Agreement was signed to launch

the GBOI (German Board of Oral Implantology) in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to get the accreditation of
the Saudi Council for Health Specialities to train the
local dentists to be qualified on International stan-
dards. This should enable the dentists to perform Oral
Implantology on a safe scale and to be eligible for con-
tinuing post graduate education to go for MSc. in Oral
Implantology. All the guests enjoyed their stay in Jed-
dah and praised the efforts of the organization com-
mittee and the productive meeting and the agree-
ments._


