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The Academy of Osseointegration 2018 Annual Meet-
ing was held in Downtown Los Angeles from 28 Febru-
ary to 3 March following the theme “Inspiring imagination 
—Enhancing health” (Fig. 1). The DGZI was represented 
by Dr Awwad from California and Dr Boutros from  Michigan 
(both USA). The meeting taking place at the Los  Angeles 
Convention Center welcomed attendees from all over the 
world. Participants benefited of enjoyable and produc-
tive meetings with global colleagues while staying on the 
cutting edge of technology and up to date with implant 
dentistry. As a highlight of the meeting Dr Michael Norton 
passed the torch to the new president Dr James Taylor 
who will now be leading the Academy of Osseointegration 
(AO) board of directors for one year. With over 6,000 mem-
bers in 70 countries the AO is  considered to be one of 
the premier US associations for professionals interested  
in the clinical part and the  science of implant dentistry.

Dr Harold Slavkin and Dr Stephen T. Chen, two key-
note speakers of the meeting kicked off the opening 
symposium (Fig. 2). The programme included corporate 
 forums, pre-conference sessions and workshops in the 
areas of implant complications, digital workflow and dy-
namic navigation, among others. On Friday morning all 
attendees had the opportunity to learn about the latest 

research and science findings from leaders of the field 
during the “Morning with the Masters” sessions. 

On Saturday a full-day team programme was offered for  
allied staff and dental laboratory technicians. Renowned 
speakers gave presentations in restorative and surgi-
cal sessions at the main podium on topics reaching from 
modular bone augmentation, peri-implantitis and All-on-4 
to tissue regeneration and replication. In the closing 
symposium on implant aesthetics Drs Chu, Urbán and 
 Zucchelli presented on GBR and soft-tissue graft tech-
niques. Dr Kenji Higuchi was the recipient of the Nobel 
 Biocare Brånemark Osseointegration Award 2018. The 
president reception closing party at Microsoft Square was 
a vivid outdoors event with the Britishmania band. See  
you in Washington D.C. in 2019!
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Fig. 1: Meeting venue: Downtown Los Angeles, USA. Fig. 2: Keynote speaker Dr Harold Slavkin during the opening symposium.


